164                      ON  FALSE WITNESS

ships he hath suffered, and endeavour to raise his passions,
until he hath said something that a malicious informer can
pervert or aggravate against him in a court of justice.

Fifthly: Whoever beaxeth witness against his neighbour,
out of a principle of malice and revenge, from any old grudge,
or hatred to his person; such a man is a false witness in the
sight of God, although what he says be true; because the
motive or cause is evil, not to serve his prince or country,
but to gratify his own resentments. And therefore, although
a man thus accused may be very justly punished by the law,
yet this doth by no means acquit the accuser, who, instead
of regarding the public service, intended only to glut his
private rage and spite.

Sixthly: I number among false witnesses, all those who
make a trade of being informers in hope of favour or reward;
and to this end employ their time, either by listening in
public places, to catch up an accidental word; or in corrupt-
ing men's servants to discover any unwary expression of their
master; or thrusting themselves into company, and then
using the most indecent scurrilous language; fastening a
thousand falsehoods and scandals upon a whole party, on
purpose to provoke such an answer as they may turn to an
accusation. And truly this ungodly race is said to be grown
so numerous, that men of different parties can hardly con-
verse together with any security. Even the pulpit hath not
been free from the misrepresentation of these informers; of
whom the clergy have not wanted occasions to complain
with holy David: " They daily mistake my words, all they
imagine is to do me evil." Nor is it any wonder at all, that
this trade of informing should be now in a flourishing con-
dition, since our case is manifestly thus: We are divided
into two parties, with very little charity or temper toward
each other; the prevailing side may talk of past things as
they please, with security; and generally do it in the most
provoking words they can invent; while those who are
down, are sometimes tempted to speak in favour of a lost
cause, and therefore, without great caution, must needs be
often caught tripping, and thereby furnish plenty of materials
for witnesses and informers.

Lastly: Those may be well reckoned among false wit-
nesses against then- neighbour, who bring him into trouble